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results of the change axe everywhere apparent, in increased savings, re-es- 
tablished credits, better-provided and happier homes, and a more respon- 
sible citizenship. 

The writer in The North American Review fears "the influence of 
religious institutions," deeming them hostile to the fulfilment of America's 
destiny. I am at one with Mr. Brown in deploring the dominance of reli- 
gious institutions; but I see everything to gain from the influence of those 
institutions upon society and the State. I am not an " orthodox " church- 
man, but I heartily wish our religious institutions were more thoroughly 
aroused to the vital questions of the hour, such as child labor, better schools, 
equal rights of women and men in business and before the law, and the 
protection of society and the home from the dominance of the saloon. 

Mr. Brown pleads for the " robust tone " of our national character, 
achievable, he reasons, through resistance to temptation. He apparently 
favors a prohibition of the indiscriminate sale of narcotics, but insists on 
the distinction that " one results in disintegration of character and a meas- 
ure of disgrace, while only the loss of self-control involves these results in 
the use of intoxicants." 

It would not be difficult to prove that the loss of self-control inevitably 
leads to " disintegration of character and a measure of disgrace," and that 
society and the State are vitally interested in removing from the weak the 
temptations wbieh undermine self-control and so undermine the home, com- 
munity-life, and the effectiveness of the ballot. 

Johnson Brigham. 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

BRYAN AND THE ONE-TERM PLANK 

Sir, — With a great deal of interest and pleasure I have read your " Wil- 
son and a Second Term." Noting one remark therein to the effect that in 
the 1912 campaign the one-term plank of the Baltimore platform was not 
mentioned by a speaker — Republican, Progressive, or Democrat — I am 
writing you with an idea that you might be interested in the following in- 
cident : 

In the late October, 1912, at Clarksburg, West Virginia, where I was con- 
ducting the Clarksburg Exponent, a daily paper that I established there in 
the spring of 1910, I heard W. J. Bryan speak. 

Bryan spoke for fifteen or twenty minutes. I was struck with the em- 
phasis with which he dwelt upon the one-term plank. Indeed, a large part 
of his speech was devoted to that subject. 

Saying that it was a foregone conclusion that Woodrow Wilson would 
be elected, he stated that the country was fortunate, and was to be congrat- 
ulated, as Mr. Wilson's administration would be an ideal one; that being 
unhampered, by reason of the one-term plank of the Baltimore platform, 
by politicians seeking a second term for him, thereby keeping themselves 
in office, Mr. Wilson would be in a position to give to the country a degree 
of patriotic service that had not been enjoyed by the people for years; 
that Mr. Wilson would not be tempted to act, in office, in a manner that 
he and his friends would consider would be sure to give him a re-election. 
Mr. Bryan declared, without any qualification, that the Democratic can- 
didate was committed to holding only one term. His remarks were such 
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that there could be no doubt in the minds of his hearers of the fact that he 
(Bryan) felt absolutely certain that Mr. Wilson would not again be a 
candidate for the Presidency. 

The question is: Does Mr. Bryan still entertain the views he so em- 
phatically expressed at Clarksburg, West Virginia, in October, 1912? 

Raleigh T. Green. 

Culpeper, Va. 

THE PRESIDENT AS A JUDGE OF MEN 

Sir, — Your February number, which I find on my desk this morning, 
reminds me that it was my intention to write you after having read 
" England Today," in the January issue. 

I felt then, and continue to feel, that it is my duty to tell you how very 
strongly I was moved. Regularly there come into our house the Nineteenth 
Century, Contemporary Review, Punch, Illustrated London News, and 
Life, as well as other publications. In them I have read everything 
worth reading relating to the war, and I have to say that your article made 
a deeper impression on me than anything else on the subject I have read. 
It was graphic, illuminating, tragic, and a whole lot more — and most in- 
tensely so. 

I must now also tell you how very greatly I have enjoyed your fun 
with Bryan and Daniels. It was uproarious. 

To a certain extent you are Wilson's godfather as an office-holder, so 
I may tell you that I started out with a very high appreciation of him. But 
the weak point in Wilson's make-up, it seems to me, is that he is a poor 
judge of men. Bryan, Daniels, and now Brandeis, as well as many others, 
all testify to a fearful lack in this direction. 

Adam Hannah. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

CRITICIZING A CRITIC 

Sir, — Does it not seem to you that a critic, in estimating the value of 
a work of art, should pay some heed to the opinions of other critics concern- 
ing the subject under discussion? I have reference to Mr. Gilman's review, 
in your March issue, of Enrique Granados's opera, Goyescas, recently per- 
formed at the Metropolitan Opera House. Mr. Gilman remarks of Gran- 
ados that " his is a fifth-rate musical mind " ; but other critics do not agree 
with him — Mr. Granados has been much praised in high critical quarters, 
and his music has evidently given pleasure to many writers on music. Evi- 
dently, either Mr. Gilman is very ignorant or very wise; my private con- 
viction is that he is the former. If Mr. Granados has a " fifth-rate mind," 
Mr. Gilman's is surely a sixth or seventh-rate one. 

Miguel Albaniz. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

[It is difference of opinion, in the view of Pudd'nhead Wilson, that 
makes horse-races. We are sorry that our correspondent found his opinion 
and that of various critics concerning Mr. Granados's opera unsupported 
by the music-critic of the Review. But criticism would be dull reading if 
all critics used the same rubber-stamp. Moreover, we doubt if the general 



